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mined, tO print theſe Pacen 1 


_ circulate them among my Pariſhioners of this Town, 
to the State and Condition of which they were parti- 
cularly adapted. But, when I reviſed them in Or- 
der for the Preſs, I could not help thinking that 


there are ſeveral Things that may be of more general 


Uſe, I wiſh, I may 
nion, or ifeppointed 


t be miſtaken in my Opi- 
1+ Hopes of doing my 
Brethren of the Clergy, as well as others, ſome Heile 
Service; but, diſappointed I muſt be, in ſomè Mea- 
ſure, N b they'll give me the Afſtance of their 
Recommendation. The Want of Ln and Zeal 
in promoting Things intended for public⸗ Good has 
been a great Diſcouragement to laudable Attempts, 
and by e the Suc cels of them 280 made. 


W HE N I deter 
| had no Thovghtsof publ;hing them, but only to 


bats ants, mags WABK- o 
1 120,41 $309 ene Ny 5 
"Deas ee OR B 


5 H E, main Subftante. of. what 1 neee 
1 recommend to your ſeripus-Peruſal; 
was, delivered to yon from the Pupit, 
about. five Years ago, though-T have figce! 
made ſome Alerations and Additions; 1 
wiſh, 1 could ſend it with mote Hopes of 
Succeſs than your former Behaviour gives 
me Room to entertain. \ 1 have been al 
the Trouble of Mriting, and at the E 
pence of Printing. and Circulating: among 

you, ſeveral Diſcourſes upon uſeful Subs. 
jects; written with all = Foree of my. 
ſmall Ability, and with a very ſincere and 
affectionate Concern for your Happineſs; 
but, I cannot ſay that; I have ſeen ſo good 
an Effect from them as I intended, and; 
expected. However, diſcouraging as this 
has been, I have made one Attempt more; 
and may the Bleſſing of God make it more 
ſucceſsful than the others have been. I 
am ſure, what 1 put into your Hands is 
greatly ſeaſonable, and of great Concern; 
and you'll be very much wanting to your- 
ſelyes if you da not read it with Attention 


and Inpurtiolig. Let not my F — 
1 


Hants of WARE. 
of : ire N 


wh, D's > 


be diſagreeable, but it was 3 ; 07 


may be proper in ome Caſes, but an old 
Sore muſt 0 1 ed to the Bottom, the 
corrupted” Fleſh' muſt be cut out, and 
—.— applied, or there can be no Cure? 


a 


nl. 


If you have no Feeling,” it is a certain 


Sign of a Mortifcation; and, therefore, 


I shall not be ſorry if I pu t you to.ſome 


Pain, To ne, indeed, it is not pleaſant, 


wy as if you counted me for an Enemy, 
I ever was, and e er will be, with my 
beſt „ and daily Prayers, for . 
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St. Marr. H. v. 6. 


Bl: 75 are they who do Hunger 2 Thir 
8955 „ e / 


= — N diſcourſing' upon these Words L 
= 2 purpoſe to do ſhree Things. 
| "4 I. Settle the Duty to which a par- 
—4 ticular Bleſſing is here promiſed. _. 
II. Open and explain the ſeveral 
Parts of it, that you may the better 


know when you put it in Practice. 
III. Apply the general Doctrine to the particular 


Caſe of Tithes and Offerings. 

I. lam to ſtate and ſettle the Duy here en- 
joined. 

The Word, Ritheouſueſs, has 1 various Accepta- 
tions in the New 7. eflament, which has occaſioned. 
Interpreters to put very different Senſes upon the 
Uſe of it in this Place. It is ſometimes uſed in a 
borrowed, Lato Senſe; not for real, but imputed 
Ri ghteouineſs, „when a Man is cleared in udgment, 


| 7 1 PE" his W ona of himſelf, or plead- 
| ing 


"0 


2 The Nanoxs\of Josmier. | 
ing his Pardon. This laſt Senſe the Ne Teflament 
calls the Righteouſneſs of Faith in Chriſt, by which 
juſtified, or acquitted, before God: And, this 
cing a proper Object of our ſpiritual Hunger and 
Thir/?, ſeveral Interpreters have underſtood it in 
this Senſe here, tho* it is not fo uſed in any other 
lace in the four Goſpels, nor any where elſe, but 
in St. Paul's Epi/tles. But, for ſeveral Reaſons, this 
Interpretation cannot be the true one. For, 
Th, It is obſervable, that whenever the Word, 


= Righ neſs, is ſed__in this tberrawed, Law Senſe, | 


it has always ſome previous, or concomitant Deſcrip- 


tion added to it, from hieh we may know that it 


is determined to that Senſe; ſuch as theſe, the Righ- 
teoulneſs: of: Fa#h, the! Righteouſneſs of Gad, or 
Righteouſneſs imp Without ſomething of this 
kind, added, by way of Explanation, the Word is 
never uſed in this Senſe pot og ” gr ES ny 

2d, The Dectrine of 7uftrfication had not, as 
yet, been preached, and therefore it is quite abſurd 
to ſuppoſe that our Bleſſed Saviour ſhould uſe the 
Word in a Senſe that muſt, then, have been alto- 
gether unintelligible to his Hearers. Belides,' 


| PERO 
Za, This Interpretation is manifeſtly inconſiſtent 


| with the whole Scope of the Place, it being the Drift 
z of all the other Beatitud 8 to inculcate the Doctrine 


of Sanctiffcation, or a new Life, as a neceffary Diſpo- 


_ fition for the evangelical State. If, therefore, all 
the other Beatitudes are plainly to be taken in a 
 #ftoral Senſe, why ſhould this, differently from all 
the feſt, be thought to relate to Matters of fuith? 

Is it not infinitely more reaſonable to interpret this 


Beatitnde in ſuch a Senſe as will correſpond witn 


e other ſeven, in correcting the erroneous Notions 


_ of his Diſciples concerning the Nature of Chriff's 


Kingdom, and the Diſpolitions of Mind that were 
Ea „ ncceſſary 


* 
- 


Te den of * 1 
F- neceſſary in order * abe 


of * 
Having ſhewu that the Word, Rightea ſneſss i 8 
uſed in this Place in à mara Senſe, the next Enquiry. 
that offers itſelf, is, Whether it fignifies a particular : 
Virtue, or the Hhale of. our Duty? That it is uſed 
in ſeveral other Places of a in a limitated 
Senſe, ſignifying a particular Virtue, is certain. I 
ſhall cite only two Places; x Ep. to Tim. ch. vi. 
ver. 117. But thou, O Man of God, follow: after Rigbte- 
 ouſneſs, 3 Faith, Patience, Love, Meekneſs. 
Again, 2 Ep. ch. ii. ver. 22. Follow after Righteouſ- 
neſs, Charity, Peace, &c. That it is uſed in this 
limited Senſe here is as evident; becauſe, as in the 
former Inſtances now cited, it ſtands in the Liſt of 
ſeveral other particular Virtues, and therefore cannot, 
without the utmoſt Abſurdity, be underſtood to com- 
prehend all the Virtues of the 2 maral Laus m 
les the whole of our Duty to God. The very learn 
Dr. Mbit, with many others, contend "or this 
unlimited Senſe, but in fo doing I muſt + think that 
they contend againſt the cleaneſt Evidence. The 
more acute Mr. Blair, in his Expoſition of our Sa- 
viour's Sermon upon the Mount, has not anly cone 
futed this Opinion, but by one Argument, _ 
from the Drift and Scope of the Beatitudes, has 
plainly proved, not only That Rig hteau a Fa 5 here muſk 
ſignify a particular e but "At — is the 
Virtue which our Saviour | means. * ng very 
juſtly obſerved that the main Intent of the ee 
was, to correct the bad Diſpoſitions of his Hearers 
in relation to the evangelical State, he takes Notice 
that one of their moſt - notoriouſly bad Diſpoſitions 
was, that they expected, hy the Way of Congugit, 
to invade other Men's Poſſeſſions. This Temper 
our Saviour had hs Wha another * 
CHIN EF where 


The NATURE of es 


4 
of it he here blames. 


This grand, evange ical Duy'et Fuſtice, the very 
all be. 


firſt of all Chriftian Vi 6 the Subject of 
reſent Diſcourſe, becauſe it ſeems, by the gene- 
=7 ractice of the Wo d, to be little nerd, 


and leſs regarded. 


Iwe'were:to-confidee d Duty of Yuthi ib 


moſt extenſive Senſe of it we ſhould include all thoſe 
Virtues by which our Neighbour has any fort. of 


Right to claim from us, or not to be injured b 2 
but it is more agreeable to the Drift of our B fled 


Saviour's Diſcourſe to reftrain it to Money and Goods, 


In this limited ee If ale at preſent, principal, 
to conſider it. 


_ - Having thus aſoertai od the: Duty which: el 


hend to be particularly meant in my Text, I ſhall 


proceed, 1 to the IR which I on 


6 n, : 


1 1. To open and ex plain the cad Parts 50 it, 
or, in other Words, the ſeveral Ways by which you 


may be guilty of juſtice —And here, again, they 
are ſo various that I can only lay down general 


Heads, under which the Particulars 'may be reduced 
and judged of by Perſons of the moſt ordinary Un- 
derſtanding, if 18 do but e with them an un-. 

75 zd Mind. 
he firſt of theſe cads is, Robbery, ich by 


petting per rarunee Entrance into our Neighbour's 


#luſe, a er away Goods or: Money, or open- 
ly demanding them in the Road, or in the Street. 
This I mention for the Sake of Method; not ſuſ- 
pecting, that any of you. are profligate and bold 


enough to be cullty 0 infamous and dangerous 


I ans "+ would not 


4 ww 5 Suppoſing that 
| reſtrain 


he recommends Poverty\of Spirit; and the Djfice 


4 / ² U . ² . ico as razr... 
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20 Tbe NATURE ef Jus ric 3 
reſtrain you, Shame and Fear will be a ſufficient 
Reſtraint in th . =. 
But there are other Ways of doing Injuſtice which 
partake of the Nature and Guilt of Robbery, . tho? 
not of its /nfamy and Danger, and which have uſually 
one aqggrauating Circumſtance attending it, in that 
the Perſons who practice them have not the Plea of 
Neceſſity to mitigate their Guilt, nor any other 
Temptation beſides an avaricious and greedy Diſpo- 
ſition.” | Theſe Perſons ſnew a little more 1dode/ly, 
and a great deal more Caution, but not a Grain 
more of Fonefty, than abandoned Robbers. | 
The firſt of theſe ſubordinate Robbers are Extor- 
. tioners, The Word,  Extortion, comes from an 
Original that ſignifies to pillage or plunder. The 
former make uſe of direct Violence, at the Peril of 
their own Lives, while the latter only compel by taking 
Advantage of the Neceſſities of Mankind, and de- 
manding more for a Ihing than it is really worth, 
becauſe the Perſon can't well do without it. Of 
this ſort, Pawn-Brokers, and common Uſurers are the 
moſt, infamous. To uſe that ſtrong Expreſſion of 
the royal Prophet, the tender Mercies of theſe Harpiess 
are cruel. Under the Notion of taking Compaſſion 
of the unfortunate, they gradually devour them. 
In a. lower Degree, People in the Way of Trade 
are frequently guilty 'of this Vice. As for Inſtance. 
If a Set of Men in the ſame Way of Buſineſs agree 
amongft themſelves to keep up the Price of any 
Commodity beyond what is reaſonable, or what it 
is ſold for, in other Markets, becauſe they . know _ 
that the People mu/?, or will, buy, either to ſupply - 
their Neceſſity, or to gratify their Palate, this is 
Extortion ; this is a Sort of Pillage or Plunder. To 
convince them of. the Iniquity of this PraQtice, I 
will only put another plain Caſe, by Way of _ 
TS 2 fraſs, 


„ The Natvur of Jusrie = 
tra. | Suppoſe a. Perſon, or Perſons, had been at 
a great Expence to ſupply a Neighbourhood with 
ſome of the Neceſſaries and Convenencies of Life, 
and; muſt be great Sufferers if they have no Demand 
for their Goods, but the Town, taking Advantage 
of their Neceſlity to /ell, enter into a Confederacy 
not ta bi, any of that Commodity, becauſe they 
can make ſhiſt without it, longer than it will keep 
good; I fay, ſuppoſe they thus agree not to buy 
any of it, unleſs the Sellers will take leſs than a 
zving Profit, the Sellers would ſoon be convinced, 
and loudly complain of ſuch an zxjuft and cruet A- 
greement; and if they have any Conſcience, this 

1 Argument will perſuade them to Act more 
fairly, themſelues. And, therefore, in all ſuch: Cafes 
the Bier ſhould put himſelf into the Place of the 


Seller, and the Selur into the Place of the Buyer, 


and the Golden Rule, of doing as we would be done 
. ty, would then prevent abundance of theſe Exorbi- 
 tances.in Trade and Commerce. - © | 


Jeans, engro/s a neceſſary Commodity, and fell it 
men, whatever their Characters may be in other 
As, are no better than Pillagers and Plunderers 


an 'extrevagarit Price which is more than the Afarket 


Price would have been had that Commodity been 
ſold hy the Merchants and Tradeſmen in coumok. 


I ſhall mention three Sorts of Plunderers more. 


- x, If Thad not, myſclf, ſeen Inftances of the firſt 


of them, I could not have believed that there are 
Perſons; profeſfing ſome Regard to'Fufice, who can 
be guilty of ſuch ſbameful Injuſtice. They look upon 
all thoſe as Engmics with whom they ry a 
9 N BE and, 


Monopoliners, who by the Help of early Intelli- 
gow an overgrown” Fortune, or by any other 


aut upon their own extravagant Terms, ſuch Tradeſ- 


of the Publick, and Enemies to Trade. I call that 


0e - = ono rn te 


. PTY a a. a. 
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The Natur of Juszrion 74 © 


and, conſidering them as in a State of - Hyſtility, 


they fancy, they have a Right to uſe them as inju- 


rioufly as they pleaſe. It is in their Opinion a State 
of War, that will juſtify all the military Art. 
2. Theſe Plunderers are bad enough in all Con- 


ſcience, but there is another Set, if poſſible, worſe 


than even theſe; I mean thoſe who take Advantage 


of Good Nature and Generoſity, and add Ingratitnde 


o 


to e, by plundering their Friends 
4 


he laſt Sort are thoſe (and many ſuch there. 


are) who by Force, or Stratagem, DET AIN from any 
one his juſ# Dues. The Nature of the Action, the 
Manner of committing Injuſtice, is different, but the. 
Sin is of the ſame Kind, For, if I take Advantage 


of a Perſon's Weakneſs and Incapacity to recover his 


Right, and refuſe to give it him, I do him as much 
open Iniuſt ice, as if I ferceably took fo much Money, 
Caſe, that I need not inlarge upon it, and fo fre- 


quently practis d, that I need not ſtay to give In- 


ſtances of it. 
is Theft, which conſiſts in taking another Perſon's 
' Godds, or Money, CLANDESTINELY. Like direct 
Robbery, this is ſo infamous a Crime that all, but 
the moſt abandon'd,” will be aſbam d, and ſo dange- 
rous to the Life of the Committer of it, that all, 
but the moſt daring Offender, will be afraid to com- 
mit it. But, there are Sorts of Injuſtice which low 
and ignorant people are often guilty of, without any 


ſeeming Senſe of the Nature and Guilt of the Action, 


and which the Injur'd ſeldom think worth a publick 


| Proſecution. - Such as poor People's ſtealing Fruit 
out of Gardens; Turnips, Beans, Peaſe, &c. out 


of Fields; Fiſh out of Ponds ; and Poultry; and 


Servants ſtealing Victuals and Drink, without the 


Knows _ 


The next Head of Injy/ice, that I ſhall mention, 


The Nature of Josriez. 

y to the Orders of the Maſter, 
ave not a ſufficient Quantity 
of wholeſome, neceſſa ood; the Law is open, there 
lies an Appeal to t che Magiftrate for Redreſs. If 
they want to live betten, they are at Liberty to leave 
that Service and take their Chance in another. But 
it is not fit that Servants ſhould judge and carve for 
themſelves. Meat and Drink are as much the Pro- 
ferty of the Poſſeſſors as Mon, or any other Goods, 
and taking them clandpſtinely, without Leave, is 
downright Theft. It has the Nature and Guilt of 
that Crime, tho* thro} Lenity it may eſcape _ 
Puniſhment due to it by the Law of the Land. 

Under this Head I ſhall mention but one more 
Inſtance, which is often praQtiſed ; I mean, the 
Concealment of a juſt from the C reditor. Who- 
ever will deliberately do 452 can have no Senſe _ 
moral Honefly, and would as readily: be guilty of 
any other kind of Theft; if he could do it with equal | 
Safety to his Perſon and Credit. 

Money and Goods are Things in which” we have 4 
Property by the Laws of our Country, and there- 
fore the ſeveral Inſtances of Injuſtice which I have 
already mentioned, are Offences againſt human Au- 
thority, but there are many others of which we may 
be guilty, without the Intervention of Civil Laws, 
or even in Oppoſition to them, This may ſound 

ſtrangely to ſome of pl u, but the Doctrine is abſo- 
lutely true, and eafily prov'd. _—— Fuftice has a 
Foundation in the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
which are antecedent to human Laws, and unalterable 
by any human Authority, HuMan Laws may 
create a Right where |there was none before, but 
they cannot cancel antecedent Claims, founded upon 
the eternal Law of Natural Equity, or diſch 1 our 
Conſcience from the Obſervance of them. One 


8 


Lꝛigroledge, and contra 
or Miſtreſs. If they 


IH 
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not di 
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The- Kirk of JosTics., Jy 
Inſtance will be: ſufficient to illuſtrate the: Truth of 
this Doctrine, and the Application, of it to other 
particular Inflances: will be eaſy. The Labourer, 
ſays St. Paul, is dor his Hire. Every Man's 
Reaſon muſt ſay the ſame Thing. No Man in his 
Senſes ever had the Impudence to deny this plain 


Truth; ſo that if aeg were no pgſitive Law to 


oblige in this Caſe, natural Equity would bind us 
without any, or (as I laid before) in Oppeſition to any 


human Authority. ' For, if the Een ſhould 
enact a Law requiring People to work for us for 


1 or without reaſonable Wages, this, would 
charge our Conſcience from the natural Duty 
of rewarding every one ſuitably to his Labour, his | 
Still, and the Advantages accruing from: his Labour 
to the Perſon for whom he works. 

And, as no Honęſt Man will take Advantage: of 
the! Silence; or 'Unreaſouableneſs,” of buman Laws, to 
diſcharge himſelf from the Duty of natural Fuſtice, 
or Eguicy (for, in the Court of Conſcience, tho”. not 


at W-: 5 e Hall, Fuſtice and Equity mean the 


fame Thing) ſo neither will he 115 Shelter under 
the have Letter of the Law to ſcreen himſelf. from 
the original Intent and Meaning of it, . plainly ap- 


ſcience of the Subject (in Oppoſition to any Cyſtom 


that may have obtained to its Prejudice) and ought 


_ to guide thoſe whoſe Office it is to explain the Laws. 


I Fepeat it, becauſe it is a Matter of Conſequence, 


tho not always regarded; I do fay, that the plain 


Intention of any Law, appearing from the Lay itfelf, 


however defectively worded, is binding in Oppoſition 
to the bare Letter, or. any ſubſequent Cgſems, be- 


Cauſe it is. the plain Intent and Meaning of the Le- 


giſlature, and not the fri? Letter 5 the Law, 
N carries the binding Force. Indeed, where the 


2 E | *_ original 


paring; which will always bind the private Con- 


% ares of JusTICy. 
original Intention of the Legiſlature, and conſequently; 
the genuine Meaning of 3 is doubt, ul, 1 | 

ule of Conſcience; but it cannot be, in @/l Caſes, 
one, becauſe if it appears 
mg that it was the original 
the Lay d me to pay Money (for In- 
ſtance) which the authoritatrve Conſtruction does 
not require, I do not ſee how That can diſcharge my 
privute Conſcience, tho”, for the Peace and Order of 
Society, it may bind to my Prejudice; 28, ſuppoſe, 
the Betermination of the Courts of Law ſhould 
require me to pay Money, contrary to the plain In- 
"tention of the Law and rommon Senſe, Submiſſion to 
gal Authority is abſolutely neceſſary in Point of 
Conſcience ; but, where my private Judgment hap- 
pens to be contrary! to the Sentiments of the Court, 
of Fuftice, in all ſuch Cafes, my ator Opinion, i. ei 
my own Conſcience, requires the Payment of it, be- 
eauſe no human Authority can cancel a ſuperior, ans 
Manns Eos Ho bs and, 2 
1 ſhall now conſider the Irjuſtice of violating Con- 
trafts and Promiſes, tho? they ſhould be of ſuch a 
Nature that the Lato cannot, or well #ot, compel to 
a Performance of them, This is a Point of very 
great-Conſequence to private Happineſs, arid a Point 
| wherein 1 have always found Men extremely looſe, 
as if they imagined Contracts to be binding only on 
one Side, and Promiſes to be binding no longer than 
it ſuits their Conveniency, or Humour, to keep them. 
Contracts and Promiſes are of the ſame Nature, 
with only this Difference, that in all Contracts there 
is a doubles Promiſe, both Parties promiſing ſome- 
thing; and they are, both of them, binding on the 
fame Principle, in that both of them convey a, Right 
to the Thing promiſed, or contracted for, by Ow 


a fuffcient and 'unerring 
Evidently to my Under, 
Deſign of the Law to bi 


| 
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of the Promiſe. / Suppoſe I contract with a Perſon 
for ſuch a Piece of Work to be done at ſuch a Price, 
by Virtue of this Contract, or Promiſe, I have an 
abun Right (tho' not a kyal one) to the Perfor- 
mance. of the Work, and he has, for the very ſame: 
Kea ſan, the ſame. Right to..be.. employed, upon the bY 

Terms agreed upon; and neither of us can 25 + eh „ 

charged, without the Conſent of the other. 

80 it is with regard to Goods, if I cr with 4 
derte for any Thing at a fixed Price, the Seller is 

not at Labenz to ſell it to a better Cu/tomer, becauſe 

he has aQtually ſold it to me, and given me a Right 

do it at the Price agreed: upon. If he diſappoints me, 
he does me Jnju/tice; - So, likewiſe, it is in reſpeck 
to Promiſes. If I promiſe a good: Office, or a Sum 
of . Monty, by Way of Preſent, BzroRE the Pro- 

miſe they were Matters of mere Favour, and I was 
at Liberty whether I would grant them, but after. 

the Promiſe, Fuftice is concerned, becauſe, as I aid 

before, a Promiſe conveys a Right, and the Breach. 

of it is a real Injury. For which Reaſon, all prudent 

Perſons are-cautious how they lay themſelves under 
ſuch' Ties, and all Perſons of Honour are as careful, 4 
when they have done it, to diſcharge the Obligation 3 1 
| tho'-it ſhould be to their own Hindrance, or Diſatiſ- 
1 

| 

i 

| 


. This was David's Notion of an honeft Man, 
but many of you ſeem, by your Pra#ice, ito bevery 
little acquainted | with that holy Man, or to.have 

but a ſlender Opinion of his Judgment. 

In what I have ſaid, concerning the Right which 
Coruenants and Promiſes.convey, I take it for granted, 1 
that the Matter of them is /awful, for, otherwiſe, 5 
they are void in courſe; and fo are Oaths; but, "a 

wherever an Oath would bind to a Performance, A 5 
. will ds. the m_ tho not to Harne. 


80 N 4 : C s But, 15 f | 
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But, Perſons may bring | themſelves under the 
Otligation of a Promiſe, without making one in di. 
res Terms. Words are the Inſtruments of convey- 

ing our Thoughts ; and, if we only give Hints, or uſe. 
any other Means, whereby we give any one Reaſon | 
to believe that we intend to do a Thing, it is the 
ſame Thing, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if we 
made the moſt abſolute Prumiſe, becauſe the ſame 
Bxpefations are raiſed, the ſame Juraſineſs ariſes from 
the Diſappointment, and conſequently the fame Injury 
is done. This inſintere Trafick is not confined to 
Cours; for, the lou bred People can imitats, 
i not equal, the Mes in their Zhpocrify,- tho! not 
in their Polileniſo. This I'mention becauſe I have 
often obſerved that your HRE MWD l ones, when they 
have a Deſign t6 ſerve a Turn upon any one, by Way 
of Inducement will give Hopes of great Services in 
Return, but, afterwards make a Jeſt of him for his 
Credulity and. Folly, and expreſs great Surprize that 
he ſhould entertain any ſuch Expectations. 

All J, partake of the Nature of Contratts and 
Promiſes. Suppoſe, I deſtre a Perſon, of whom I 
entertain a good Opinion, to undertake the Ma- 
nagement of an Affair of mine, and he accepts of the 
Commiſſion, the very Acceptance implies a Promiſe 
to diſcharge it punctually and faithfully, whatever. 
Trouble it may give him. Before the Acceptance of 
the Truſt he was at Libetty to refuſe, but afterwards, 
by Viriue of his Acceptance, I acquire a Right to his 

beſt Skill and Care in the Diſcharge of it, and he 
cannot honeſtly fee himſelf without my Conſent. 
There are Tru/ts of a ſubordinate Kind in the Way 
of Trade. Suppoſe, I heſpeak Goods of any Kind, 
or buy them when made, leaving it intirely to the 
Honour and "Honeſty of the Tradeſman to ſupply 
me with what would anſwer my Purpoſe, if, ar 
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ſueh a Confidence, he impoſes upon me, ſends me 
what he knew would not ſuit, or pleaſe me, and 
take the Price of a good Commodity for a bad one, 
he is not only a 'Knave in cheating me, but his Uu 
very is aggtavated by the moſt diſhonourable Trea- 
chery in betraying a T / I ſhall ſay no more upon 
this Head, than to deſire you to recollect your Deal. 
ings, and judge of them by the Rule which I have 
laid down. If any of you muff be condemned, I 
chuſe that your own Hearts ſhould condemn you, 
and make you bluſh in ſecret. If you be paſt Bluſh- 
ing, you are paſt-Reforming,  _- * 


 « 'Bhis leads me to conſider a very wicked Notion, - 
which, to my Knowledge, is too current among 
you. Whatever your Practice may be, you ſcruple 
not to own, that when a Perſon confides in your 
Honour, it is moſt ſhameful to deceive him; but, that 
if he truſts to his own Judgment, this leaves you at 
Liberty to make as good a Bargain as ever you can; 
that is, to cheat him as much as ever you can. 
Where you met with this Doctrine, I am at a loſs 
to imagine, unleſs it were in the Dictates of a cor- 
rupt Heart. Chriſtianity, and natural Fuftice teach 
you better Things ; They teach you to deal fairly 
with every Body; to take no Advantage of the 
Ignorance of others; and a Man is not one Jot the 
| befs ignorant for being concerted, or the leſs intitled 
to common Honeſty, I'll put a Caſe that, I think, 
will clear the Matter beyond Diſpute. A Perſon 
comes to take a Sum of Money, owns frankly that 
he does' not know good Money from bad, and de- 
pends intirely upon your Honour for not impeſing 
upon him. This Point is already ſettled and agreed 
between us. But, next comes a conceited Coxcomb, 
who knows as little of the Matter as the other, but 
affects the Critic, examines all the Pieces, him- 


ſelf, 
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Ad mrs 


nion of himſe 


great Opin flip ſome bad 
which he accepts. In 


nt Men will judge you 
the Expe nee. of but a of 


Caſes that occur in Tra 
ment of the Defacts of 
Buyer has not Skill en 
to ſell it for' a Thing 
| Reduce all ſuch Goods 
be fo many Pieces of A. 


know 
Metal, The Queſtion ( 
brought into Queſtion) 

conceal this Defect, anc 
Honey? A Perſon "that 


fuch Frauds, DESIGNED 


te, in Point of Honeſty, be- 
a Cuſtomer, by concealing 


public Proſecution. 
mew me the Differe! 


tween impoſing u 
from him the Defects 


an other Goods, whatſoever. 


his brings to my! 
gion which a 'Tradeſs 
quite eaſy in cheating me 


him which were very ge dd 
ö me e Sort, for which he took 


the ſame Price as I paid 
I came to examine my B 
me a very deſactius Cor 
Money. Upon' this I 
him, but could have no 


which you are going to 
me of them to be 


ſhould be known to 
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racy. Notwithſtanding 


his 
f, you find out his — 
Guineas into the Payment, 
| this Caſe you may fancy 
| yourſelf to be very ſrewd and cunnmg, but all - 


to be a very great Knave, at 
ariety of 
relating to the Conceal- 
y Commodity, where the 
2 to diſeover them, and 8 
rfectly good in its kind. 
to Coin. 5 Suppoſe them to 
o many Guinea, 

diſpoſe o of in Payment. You 
very dfectiue in Weight or 
f ſuch a Point can ever be 
„ Whether it be lawful to 
pay them away for good 

ſe 
Ys would be kalle to a 


Coin, and the Defects of 


emory 1 ſophi ical Diſine- 
man made 11 Conſcience 

5 bought ſome Goods of 
In a little Time I ſent 


im for the former. When 


Zargain, I found he had ſent 


modity, not worth half the 


vent and expoſtulated with 


w faid, that if 
it 


Remedy. 
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it were not ſo good as what J had before, it cof 
him as much, and he would not make any Abate- 
ment. . the 7 If I take a Piece of 
bad Money, I may, i can, it awa for goods 
„„ 0M 
I aſk any indifferent Perſon whether it would not 
have been more agreeable to Reaſon to have returned 
thoſe defactiue Goods, or to have demanded a proper 
Abatement from his Correſpondent, than to put them 
off upon his Cu/temer. A Tradeſman might as 
reaſonably expect a Cuſtomer to pay all his bad Ty 
as to make good all his bad Bargains. 
What I have ſaid concerning the Dif 

concealing from a Cuſtomer any Defects in his Goods 
I apprehend to be ſo plain, that it needs not the 
Sanction of any Authority , but I ſhall cite the Opi- 
nion of the greateſt Chriſtian Preacher, and t 
greateſt Heathers Moraliſt, that ever lived. The fir 

of them is Archbiſhop Tillatſon, who delivers his 
Opinion in the following Words. 4 
Ineſe upon no Man's IGNORANCE, or Unsx1L- 

FULNESS. 

The Roman Outer, 2 ly, ſays the ſame Thing, 
e BUYER ſhould not be lift ignorant of any 
Thi that the SELLER Fnows, i. e. concerning the 
Fauks of his Goods . I muſt here relate one Fact 
(which I had from one who knew the Truth of it.) 
A Perſon not much acquainted with Things of that 
Nature, went to Market, and was fo infamoufly 
cheated that ſome of his Neighbours expoſtulated 
with the Fradeſman for impoſing upon him in ſo 
ſhameful a NOI. To which he very HONEST» 


5 a 2b 0 1 


ww. rr 
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n ® See the Life of Archbiſhop Tillotſon by Dr. Birch, 
P. 460, 461, 4% 
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LY replied, in the Sincerity of his Heart, Why did 
_ they ſend a Fool to Market ? Why, truely, it might 
have been better if the Perſon had been a little wiſer; 
however, the Fool might have fared very well if he 
had not fallen into the Hands of a Knave. - But, 1 
fear, this Hhongſt Man ſpoke the real Sentiments of 
_ , 7209 = 154 
To make flight and dgfective Goods for publick 
Sale, becauſe they can make them cheap, and get 
ſo much the more by them, this cannot properly be 
Called a Fraud, like the Concealment of Defects, but 
ii is an mpoſition upon the Publick, and a Piece of 
open Injuſtice. ö 97 ets q IE b $64 . 
It is impoſſible for me, or any one elſe, to ſettle 
the Price of Goods, or the Profits of every Man's 
Trade, but there are ſome general Rules which will 
guide the Conſcience of any honeſt Man. Variation 
of Circumſtances will alter the real Value, and the 
reaſonable Price of Goods; but, whether in a Time 
of Plenty, or Scarcity, there is ſually ſuch a Thing 
as a Market Price: By which I do not mean the 
Price which any Commodity may happen to bear in 
a particular Town (becauſe that may be raiſed, or 
kept up, by a knaviſh Confederacy of the Trade) but, 
the general Price which it bears in the Neighbouring 
Towns, of which no Tradeſman, of any Dealings, 
can plead Ignorance. | Thus with Regard to the 
Profits which a Tradeſman may lawfully get in any 
Commodity that he makes, provided he makes it 
good, I can only ſay that there is ſuch a Thing as a 
living Profit, which is| reaſonable. If any 'one aſks 
me, What zs a living Profit? I can only anſwer, in 
general, I do not mean ſuch a Profit as will enable 
an ordinary Tradeſman to live like a Gentleman, and 
grow rich, but ſuch as will anſwer the neceſſary 
Expences of his Trade, and ſupport the F _ in 
> a : a = | ch 
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ſuch a decent Manner as is ſuitable to their Station in 
the Wake > DO ES 40 CO $97. My. ; 20H HOLE 


But, beſides Defe#ts in the Nazere, or Quality, 


of Goods, there are Defects in Quantiqy, too. Theſe 


. * * * 


are the divers Weights and divers Meaſures, which - 
Solomon pronounces to be an Abomination to the Lord; 


and great Reaſon have we to think. them to be ſo, 


as they are manifeſt. Frauds, and Impofitions, If a 


Perſon ſells a bad Commodity for a good one, this 
is an Inpeſition and a Fraud; fo, likewiſe, if he feſls 


a Commodity that is ever fo good, if he ſells ie et 
more than it contains, ſo much as it falls hott of its 


due Weight, or Meaſure, the ignorant Cuſtomer is 


defrauded of ſo much Money; and the Crime is'the 


very fame as if the Seller had taken it clande/finely, 
out of a Scrutore, ora Packet. It is not only as mulch 
an Act of Injuſtice, but it is a Piece of Injuſtice of 


the ſame Sort. I wiſh the Practice were as uncom-' 
mon as the Sinfulneſs of it is apparent, 


ceptableneſs of the next Article. For, tho* many 
of you like well enough to cheat your ignorant, of 


| aa a our neceſſitoys, Neighbour in the Sale 


of your 8, you would take it very much amiſs 
if your Cu/fomers ſhould get into your Debt, and 


never pay You, or not without putting you to great 


Expence and Trouble. This, no Doubt, is a capitat 


Act of Inju/tice, and as deftruQtive of all Trade and 
Commerce, as Trade and Commerce ate neceſſary to 


the Support and Happineſs of Society. 


Concerning Debts, I ſhall lay down two Coen 
Rules, The ft relates to the contracting of I 


the ſzcond, to the Payment of them. Tt 
As to the contracling of Debts, I lay down this 


general Rule — No Man can Hone/th contract a 


I have told you a great many diſagreeable Truths, 
but I hope to make you ſome Amends by the Ac 


>bts, 
de 
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Debt ER ſome reaſ, 
he ſhall. be able, by hi 
of God upon his Endea 


ode, or Money; and 


nable Ground of Hope that 


Induſtry, and the lis 


ours, of ir . 
that a Man gets Cregit fob 
if he offers to get it without 


any ſuch Hope, he is guilty of a Fraud by impoſing 
e 


upon the Credulit of his 


When a Debt is con 
he diſcharges it in a re 
If by any unforeſeen 
ments be be rendered i 
to the hone eſt Man, 
largely in Trade and 
Urdertakings r the Se 
uſe his beſt Endeavours 


ExS8ARIES, neither wi 
nity, deſire it; un 


Neceſſity, him/elf. _ Bi 
7 7 7 the different 


What is /ufficient to ſu 
in Health, will not be 
Han labouring under t 

What! is neceſſar; 

I * ſo to a Perſon enj 
ſiren. What i is neceſ} 
een habituated to a g 


ſo to one who has always bee "bk ACCU 
and. low Diet. What is nece 


ighbour.” 
rated, Fuſtice requires that 
nable. ime, if he be able. 
Accidents and Diſappoint- 
capable (which ma happen 
eſpecially to thoſe wha engage 
erchandize, or in eupenſivs 
vice of. the Publick) he muſt 
to. put himſelf into a Capa- 


city of doing it, either by an Improvement of his In- 
come, Or a Reduction 
general Rule is ſubject 
cannot oblige any, Man 


his Expences. But, this 

o ſome Limitations. Juſtice 
to abridge himſelf of 'Nz- 
any Creditor, of COMMON | 


nleſs he ſhould be in the ſame 


t NECESSARIES vary, ac- 
Circumſtances of the Perſons: 
port a vigorous young Man 
ufficient for the Support of a 
e Decays and Infirmities of 
for a ſickly, infirm Perſon, 
ying a "art and ſtrong Con- 
y to a Perſon, who has long 
nerous May 215 Living, is not 
ed to a ſpare 

ry to a Man in one 


Station of Life, is not ſo in 2 rela But the loweft 
legancy, and pleaſurable A- 
conſidered as Neceſſaries in 
ion, Whatever; 5 and, there- 

fore 


Degree of Luxury, E 
muſements can never be 
any Condition, or "ua 
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fore all ſuch unneceſſary Branches of Expence ſhould 
Sake of doing 


immediately be lopp'd off for the 
Juſtice by the Payment of Debt. 


T beſe general Rules, if honeſtly applied tö pr 
cular Caſes, as they ſhall happen to occur in the 


Courſe of your Trade and Buſineſs, or in the c. 
| hope, be found 
r 3. >: we Þ 


mon Intercourſe of Life, may, 1 


FP 
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| TIT. According to my propoſed Method, I muſt 


now, in the third Place, beg your patient and can- 
did Attention, while I apply what has been ſaid in 
4 40 to the particular Caſe of Tithes and Offerings. 


know not how it has happened, but, among many 


other Hardſhips, peculiar to the Clergy, this is one, 
that, while all other People are allowed the Liberty 
of defending their Rights and Privileges, it is thought 
indecent in the Clergy to aſſert theirs. But, SELT- 
DEFENCE is not only a Right which belongs to 


ibem in common with all the reſt of Mankind, but in 
this Caſe it is a neceſſary Duty. Their Silence is not 


only a falſe, but criminal Modeſty, They are'not - 
only meanly wanting to their own Intereſts, but, in 


my Opinion, negligent in the Diſcharge of their 
miniſterial Function, as Teachers and Guides. They 


are as much wanting to their People, as they are 
to Themſelves. They ſuffer them to be guilty of a_ 
more complicated Piece of Tnju/tice than any other 
can be (becauſe it is [njuſtice done to God as Well 


ting 


4 420 


as Man) without explaining the Nature, and 
forth ihe / OO 


I ſhall firſt conſider the Caſe of Tithes. ' This 
Part of the Clergy's Maintenance is converted into 


Property by civil Authority.” The Tithes Kane 


to any Living are the real Eſtate of the Incumbent 


for the time being; and he has as inconteſtable 2 
en , ak 2 * ** 8 ; he Title 
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Title to them as any other Man can have to an Eftate 
Which he purchaces, or |inherits. His Title is more 
antiant. It was at firſt ſettled with more circum- 
ſtances of Solemnity; not only by the Authority of 
the King, Lards, and 92 20, but with the formal 
Conſent of the next Heirs of the Poſſeſſors of the 
Eſtates, the Tithes, or tenth Part of the Product of 
- which were then ſettled upon the Church. How is 


diſqualified for Soczety. | Here I venture to reſt this 
Matter, it being, 1 think, too plain to be made 
Plainer by any farther Enlargement, But, 1 | 

| cre 


_ rity than that of the Legiſlature. 
with the Conſent of the next Heir, can cut off an 


from their Obligation to /e it. If Interpreters 


. f 
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There is another Point relating to Tithes, conſi- 


dered as the Clergy's Property, that is very clear to 
my Apprehenfion, but will not ſo readily be agreed 


to. However, I ſhall State the Caſe fairly, and 
1 my Reaſons with great Deference to better 
es. 2 ; ; 4 * 


Tacke are not onl the Property of the Cl. * 


as much as any Gentleman's Eftate is his Property, 


but it is a Property analienable, by ny other Autho- 
A Gentleman, 


Entail, and give his Eſtate to whom, and in what 
Manner he pleaſes ; but a Clergyman can have no 
ſuch Conſent from his Succeſſors, and therefore can 


have no ſuch Power to give away any Part of his 
Tithe, I fhall eafily be underſtood to mean thoſe 
Exemptions and M which owed their Rife to 


the wicked, or weak, Conſent of the then Fricambents, 
and have, now, obtained all the Sancrion that Cuf- 
tom and the Authority of the Courts can give them ; 


but, I humbly hope for Forgiveneſs, if I obſerve that 


what is ab/alutely wrong in itſelf can never be made 
right by uſtom, or any Determinations of a Conrt - 
Tho'ꝰ the Determinations of thoſe who are appointed 


to interpret the Law may bind to a Sabmiſſon, they 
Can never dgſtr the plain Intent and Meaning of a 


Law, or the Obligation ariſing from it. There can 
be no Diſpute whether it be the plain Intent and 


Meaning of the Law relating to Tithes, that all 
Land, and whatever elſe is fpecifted in the Law, 


ſhould be Titheable; and therefore as long as that 


orignal Law ſtands anrepealed by the ſame Authority 


which enacted it, and the Intent and Meaning of it 


continues to be plain, it is not in the Power of H- 


terpreters to ditcharge the Conſciences of the People 


n= 
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of a, Law have a Power by their Interpretation to 
deſtroy the plain Intent and Meaning, and to alter 
the vERY, NATURE, of it, they ceaſe to be Inter- 
preters, and are become Legiſſators. This is not 
. explaining a Law, but making a new one deſiructive 
of the old, which they have no Authority to do, I 
| ſhall: illuſtrate this Matter by a ſimilar Caſe.—The 
_ Clergy. are the appointed, but not infallible, Interpre- 
ters of God's Word. Suppoſe, then, that any of their 
Interpretations ſhould explain away the plain Intent 
and Meaning of any Patt. of the noral Law, and 
allow the People Liberties that God never intended to 
allow them, I aſk any one, whether ſuch Interpre- 
tations, tho? they ſhould have obtained all the Sanc- 
tion that all the Councils and Convocations,that ever 
were held ſince the Beginning of Chriſtianity, would 
_ deſtroy the Force of the Law, and juſtify the Con- 
 » ferences of Chriſtians in taking thoſe prohibited Liber- 
ties, allowed them by the Clergy. The Caſe of 
_ Exemptions and Moduſſes is exactly parallel. The 
Law of Titbe is plain and full, without any Excep- 
tions whatſoever. By Virtue of this 72 65 un- 
. limited, Law, the Clergy have an abſolute Right to 
whatever is plainly made Titheable by the Law ; what 
Authority, therefore, leſs than that which ænacted 
the Law, i. e. the Legiſiature, can dgſiro that Right, 
and diſcharge the People from their Obligation to 
pay the Clergy what the Law has plainly given them? 
The Caſe is ſo much the clearer from the Nature 
of the Law, inaſmuch , as Length of Time can make 
no. Alteration in it, or make the Clergy's Right any 
way diſputable like other litigated Titles. The ſame 
Reaſons upon which the Law was originally founded 
ſtill ſubſiſt, and ever will ſubſiſt. It is as reaſonable 
now, as it was a hundred Years. ago, that. what- 
ever the Lay at fit made, Titheabl ſhould continue 
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to be ſo, without any Exceptions. And, with regard 
to the Perſon intitled to the Tithe, it is the plaſneſt 
Law that ever was made, and the leaſt liable to 

_ Litigation, In order to prove his Tith, a Clergy- 
man has in Raſen nothing elſe to do than to ſhew 


that ſuch a Thing is made Titheable by the original 
Law'of Tithe, and that he is the 7ightful Incumbent, 


and his 775 follows in courſe. For which Reaſon, 


| I was very much ſurprized, ſome Time ago, when 


I heard of an Intention to bring a Bill into Parliament” 


that ſhould oblige the Incumbent to prove, that ſuch 
4 Piece of 'Land, or ſuch a Thing, had ae paid” 


Tithe within a certain limited Time, The Intent of 
which Bill could be no other than to eftabliſh 7njuſ+* 
tice by a Law, The Incumbent had been deprived of 
his Right for many Years, and therefore he ought to 
be deprived of it = ever. But, the Houfe of Com- 
mons was too Honourable to give Countenance to 

Perhaps, it may be urged, that, tho' the Zegifla- * 
thre has not actually repeated the Law of Tithe, ſome” 
Parts of it are become obſolete. I can have no Con- 


oeption of an A# of Parliament's being taken with © 
a dead ' Palſy on one Side, or in a particular Limb.” 


It muſt all live or die together. Neither do I con- 
ceive how a Law, granting Rights and Privileges to 
a Succeſſion of Men, can grow obſolete. I can eaſily 
conceive, that a Charter may be forfeited by a Nen- 
obſervance of the Conditions upon which 'it was' 
granted; and I can as eaſily conceive, that had the 
Tithes been granted conditionally, whenever thoſe 
Conditions are violated, the Right of Tithes would 
be forfeited like a Charter; but, I never heard of 
any ſuch Conditions, and ſhould be thankful for the 
- Sight of ſo great a Curio/tty, ee 
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x of. JUSTICE: 
„ that if what I advance 


The Narv 
It may be farther 
＋ true, the Fonte ge will be, that perſonal 
ithe-is ſtill due, tho? never paid. I have ſpoken 
largely to this Argument, in my Book upon Tithe 3 
at preſent, I ſhall only ſay, that I have nothing to 
do with Conſequences. Is hat I advance juſt, or is, 
it not? This is the only pertinent Queſtion. If it 
be juſt, let thoſe look to the Conſequence who enjoy 
2 large Incomes out of Trades and Prefaſſans, 
perhaps pay no Tithe at all. If they think 
e indebted, to God (as moſt certainly they 
are} they have Opportanit ies of paying Part of their 
Debt, by relieving neceſſitous Clergymen, and doing 
e other Acts of Piaty and Charity. 
hat the Gentleman i the lng Robe will think 
of my Sentiments, I know not. This I promiſe- 
them, that if any one of them will enter into 
the Rationale of the Law, and the Source of our Ob- 
ation, to obey it, and from thence prove, that Iam 
in an Errer, I: will moſt heartily "hank him for 
wadeceiving me, and moſt readily take Shame to 
myſelf by a publick Acknowledgement of it. But, I 
am ſo very ſincere, and bu ll aſſured, in this Matter, 
that 1 ſhould be under no Fear. if I were obliged 
to. defend my Doctrine at the peril of my Life. 
to Wyle Lam talking with ſo much Freedom of the 
Power and Authority of our Courts of Fudicature, : 
(for which no Man has an higher Efrem) it would, 
be great Hijuſtics to thoſe venerable Perſons who, 
preſide in the Court where the Clergys Rights are 
lly determined, if I did not congratulate my 
3 upon their Felicity in ſeeing that honourable 
Bench fo honourably - ; by Gentlemen, who have a 
true Senſe of Relig d who, from Principle, and 
Inclination, will 8 be Friends to the Clergy, as 
far as ſhall be conſiſtent with Vlies to the 2 8 
: is 


3 wle Narva an 5 25 : 
= This T ſpeak. F Meakure,. from a perſonal 


w wes ave a Property, tho”, 
n it to be a volun- 
ad for eyery Perſon 


ht, from the 


— — to 2 ig fog the. Sum. From thoſe 8 ray 


e more, towards the. Support of the Lecture, 


than SUE after G erings would amount to, I ought, 


85 ue to that 0 Gi bu 35 br there are ſeveral dag 


27 18 the a equer to k recover all my 
Arrears, and: e them to pay regularly for the fu- 


| fe, zor. contribute to the Afternoon Sermon, a molt. 
violent ; Clamour would be raiſed againſt me, as there | 


Ltely WAS, — jor employing an Attorney to write to 


ſome Delinguents. for the Payment of Tithe that had 
been due dear Years, . cho I had applied to them 
very civilly, to no Purpoſe. But, what an unrea- 


| r cruel oath is fe n the Clergy, they 


muff | either give up the Rights and their Bread, 


or loſe, the good Opinion, . good Mill of their Pro- 
ple! And where is the common Honeſty of thoſe, who 
put them under this. Difficulty ! In the ſame Cir- 
umftances the Laity are not abuſed for doing them- 
Floss Juſtice. I muſt tell you a remarkable Caſe 


that * laſt Year, and ſhews monſtrous 1 
E rancs 


-4Y; 


* 


22 e 2 8 a ; 
- I . E 4 r 


ie of 
e 5. is e Part of the Clergy 's Maintenance 


due to the | 
5 


hing, having voluntarily givem 
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of the Land have provided no 


= - The Narro 2 of Nr 4 
nerance- and | Partiality againſt che Clergy. I got 5 


FCA s Warrant ( with the Approbation be 
erſon) to diftrain upon 4 Daaker for Tithe, that 1 


might not put him 105 the -barge of a Bill in the 


Exchequer, and ſome u y good Sort of People. made 


Aa Conſcience of by Ing. th Goods of me, becauſe 


were taken from the 7. Quaker, 8 if they 
were Holen from him. This Method is not an H « 
ip upon the Bakers, but an Act of Indulgence, and 
ood Nature in the Clerg for, they can recover 
To Right i in a ſhorter V ay, Without giving them- 


ſelves, or any Body elſe, rouble ; ; and the Service 


is done, not to the Clerey, but to the Junker. 
I haye hitherto confi red: the e of depiiy- 


ing the C/zrgy of their Prop in the former 
Part of theſe Diſcourſes, I obi rv, hat there may 
be Rights where there is no Prof For, eee 
is the Creature of civil Aut " - whereas there 


are Rights founded upon | the 112257 and 4 
1 of Reaſon, which all reaſongble” i 
ed to obey. I inſtanced, in the Cafe cd by 
8.5 „ 7 Laser 's 2007t of bis. Hire. 1 
5 a Clergyman does for which the Laws 
faintenarice, and the 
People receive the Benefit of his Labour, they. are 
bound in Conſcience to gi e him a proper Reward. 
This is due by the Lam of Nature. This is ſo 
obvious to common Senſe, and would be ſo ny 
allowed if applied to by other Bufinefs, that i 
ſeems unaccountable how Perſons, who would be 
very angry if their Homeſty were called in Queſtion, 


can reconcile it to any Principles of Tuffice and E- 


guity, to attend upon the Services of the Church, 
either in Perſon, or by | their Families, N vet, | 
8 8 contribute bona rds its Support. ee 
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; The n of Jvsriex. 27 0 
Hub, if we conſider the People as Chrifians, there 


of a af LIAN 6 175 enjoining its 175 ie, yas | 
of God are inding upon od 
the of e al! In 12 5 4 


Pie Long y - 

© ' You 1 ya Bts.s beard 225 the ey ol kad 
a Maintenance appointed. them by Gad; be theſe _ 
Tithes and ee gs he looked pas as belonging to 
himſelf, and that he, not the People, gave them to 
the Prig/fs, his inmediat Servants who waited at his 


ed as robbing him. To refreſh your Memories, 
ſhall cite e you 2 Paſſage out of the Prophet, Ma- 


| 725 and Eid the M 10 yment of them he con- | 
0 


i lacbi, ch. iii. ver, 8. &c, . 5 Willa Man rob God? 
% Yet.ye have robbed me: But ye fay, wherein 
c haye we robbed thee? in Tithes and Offerings. 


— Je are cur/ed with a Curſe (a very ſtrong Expreſs 

tt ſion) for 32 have ow; me, 72 this Whole 
« Nation. Bring ye all the Titbes-into the Store- 
« houſe, and prove me now herewith, faith the 
* Loxp of HosTs, if I will not open yen che 
% Windows of Heaven, and pour you out a Bleſſing 

ce that there: ſhall not be Room enough to receive 
«, 1 70 ck is other eee as. . can 
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| 5 + + There beirg a great add of Duty in thi Parith (and 


a conſiderable Part of it extraordinary Duty, introduced 
myſelf, without any Conſideration, deſired, expected, 
Pr ever received) the great Tithes alienated, and the Sur- 


' lice Fees much lower than in any other. (pe in the 


Ne about eight Fo ago I propoſed to 
1 new Table he of Fees, which would en a great 


p-to the Miniſter, and no Burden 3 the Parifbe 
applied to ſome va Advocates for the Frey 1 


21 
Ge we. 1 
* 


rol of” Jvsrrex. 
he Goſpel, Se. Pod Fit - 


Cor. ch. ix, ver. 1 ; 
al 1425 who miniſter hook 


wait at the * are Partakers With the Wh 3 
os, / alſo ordained, that the 300 


47 — the "Chr: 78 as it 
50 iſpenſation, png the Tithes 
rings do as peculiarly belong to Gop now ow, 
as wo did then, and therefore to withhold them, is 
as much robbing of him; and the Chriſtian Pri buod 
being much more pura than the Jetviſb, and the 
Adminiſtration of the Word and Sacraments of 2 1 
more _ advantageous to th 206. the Sin mode 
leaſt, be equal. The bhery of God, and the 1 
tem ice done to the Chr. 455 Cler an by depriving 
of their Hire e ted WT G are e the fame, 


1 % 


8p 4 K — 


Anſwer was, Wh evould not 228 upon themſelves the 
' Curſes of the People. ſe Stickers for the Church 
- were very unfortunate in never having ſeen, or heard 
| of this Paſſage of the Prophet; for, if they had, it might 
'have given them a more C RISTIAN Way of Thinking, 
and better Notions of common Juftice, I had the more 
Reaſon to expect a chearful Compliance with my Boyne, 
as I had. not only given them Monthly Fefe ere =D 
Daily Prayers, but contrib 
obliged to pay me Eaſter Q 
Lecture or not) towards 
Sermon, which the Law e 
+ 5ntehid to make a /econd Atte 
tunity to declare, that I do not mean it as any + Ben tto 
any/elf, but only as an Augmentation to my Curate's In. 
come, that it may always be an Encouragement to a 
Gentleman of Character to do Juſtice to es 
ocs 


Te Nature of Jusriez. 29 
Does Cod forfeit his Right to a decent Support of his 
Worſhip? Do the Clergy forfeit their Right to an 
honourable” Maintenance, whenever the People ſhall 

take it into their Heads to diſſite their Miniſſer, or to 
diſapprove of his political Principles, or of any Part 
of his Behaviour towards them, Let a Gentleman tell 
mie whether he forfeits his Rent whenever his Beha- | 
viour does not pleaſe his Tenant. Upon a Subject fo 5 
diſagreeable to elf as well as to you,” I ſhall a dd 
e © 5. EC 8 C2 . i 
It is an Inſult upon common Senſe to pretend ſink 
cerely to believe Chriſtianiiy, and yet entertain a 
mean Opinion of the miniſterial Function, and the 
Benefits of our Aaminiſtrations. Is it an Homour to 
be employed by an earthly Prince in any Office of 
Importance to his Government, and the Welfare of 
bis Subjects? And ſhall it be deemed a diſreputable 
Employment to officiate under the Creator and Sa- 
viaur of the World, in Matters relating to his 
Spiritual Kingdom, and the eternal Salvation of Man- 
kind? To be employed with Angels and Archangels 
in we fs. to thoſe who ſhall be Heirs with Chriſt in 
his Flavenly Kingdom-? Are ye ſo reſpeciſul and 
thankful to thoſe who are the Inſtruments of any 
temporal * Advantages? And is there no Reſpect, no 
Gratitude due to thoſe, whom the Bleſſed Feſus uſes 
as_.the.. * conveying to Mankind the 
greateſt Bleſſings that human Nature is capable of 
receiving? This is the Argument (and an unanſwer- 
able one it is) of St. Paul, F we have ſown into you 
ſpiritual Things, it is a great Matter if we ſhould reap 
your worldly Things ? © Qur Saviour has aſſured us, 
that all the Di/repe and Ingratitude ſhewn. to the 
Ainiſters of his Word and Sacraments he takes to 
himſelf, foraſmuch as it is he that. has commuſſioned us. 
In Juſtice therefore, to your own Underſtandings, - 


< , 


The Nature. of JusTiCs. 
3 as in Sia of] our b e the Author 
77 gur Religions either do not pretend 6925 Believe 
5 2 5 , and gravely. attend upon its Ordinances, 
ve more ſui ably to your Faith; or you 
155 aggravate 5 in, 13 your Condemnation, 
5 
"fell crc Page 3 Paſſage out of a 
1 and 97 Man, Mr. Bragge, the immediate 
ä F of the pre! ent worthy Incumbent of 
tchen, in this County Pl in the, oy $f 
4 axcellent Pragtt: } 7275 es on the Mira- 
tho oa Bleſfed Savig ir, (publiſhed, in 1702.) 
P. 56. © 15 is che Cuſtom, now, to advance every 
— Profeflion to thi Height and reward their 
4 1. air Þ with the greateſt Bounty, and at the 
2 ſame Time to fink th Clergy to the very ow | 
« of Contempt and Pow On. on all the 
<«, they can to keep t. nem — 4 and ſacrile 
«, to ;eep from them what the Laws fo iis 
< and Man, have made their Due. 
No doubt, great nd ference, at leaſt, to Rll 
« gion is the Cauſe of this, and zo Religion would 
4 in a little Time be the Conſequence, were not 
66 9 25 Church ſupported, as we truſt it is, by the 
& * Arm of God; and *tis,. indeed, his Ren | 
A. one arc e . F 


» Theſe Diſcourſes are not NES full of ale laſtruc- 

| _ but extremely entertaining. They are as ingenious | 

ey are pious, And at a Time when there is ſuch a 

Feen Dijre ;/b c of eve Thing that is /erious, nothing 

ſo likely to captivate Attention as Books that will give 
Pleaſure KA the —— „ while they inform the Fu; 

ment. For which Reaſon * 1 ould be glad to ſee thek 


Diſcourſes taper 


* | 3 5 + ; * 1 4 * * a 
ES ; * * : — 

vs: | 5. But, | 
— * | = : > g : . 


gbr Naruuz 1 en 


But, thoſe that are, in earneſt, "cone for . 
cc the Honour of Religion, and think themſelves 
„ obliged, as far as in them lies, to ſupport its fin- 
c ing Rene can take no better Courſe to do it 
6 thin to keep up the Spirits of the Olergy in ches 
& diſcouraging Times, by ſhewing them ſuch Coun- 
ce tenance, and contributing in ſuch a Manner ts 
« their Wants, as may raiſe them above Nerd and 


% F$corn,. and enable them to do their Duty effee- 


i tually, to God's Honour, and the People's great 
„Advantage. 

Happy thoſe People who are bleſſed with fuch able 
and pious Paſtors, Happy thoſe Paſtors, who have 
been fettled amongſt People who know neue! to value! 
and reward their Merit. Amen. | | 


| P. 8. Having made a publick Complaint of «ur 
Juſtice i in reſßect to my Dues, I muſt do myſelf the 
Juſtice to tell the World what little Reaſon I have 
given for ſuch Treatment. As to my Tithe, I have 
always appointed two Farmers for Ware, and two 
for Thundridge ; who determine for their pat oak 


what every Farm ſhall pay as a reaſonable Equivalent * 


for the Tithe; always making it my Requeſt to theſe 
A[[sfſors, that they would give the Turn of the Scale 
in Favour of the Furmer. In this amicable Way we 
have gone on for e ns without ever hav] we 
had the leaſt 3 Fes 
As to thoſe People in the Tron who! haye * 
Thing that is titbeable, I have yy truſted | 
their Honour for. giving me a true Account. T: 
Conſequence of which Confidence has. been, 1 
dſcaryries of Concealments 3 ; and I expect to diſcover - 


more. 
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13 3 bp Nao) 260 J USTIGE; | 
. Tube of them, I haye never made any Demand, 
= becauſe moſt of the. People; who ſell them, are 
E Poor; and I am tender of depriving them of any 
3 | Part, of a little Income. It would be natural to 
* expect that they ſhould. ow and then make me an 
1 Oer of a Fowl, by. Way of Acknowledgment of 
F my Right, but 1 never received any ſuch Thing 
L from above ane of them, and not ſo much as Thanks. 
3 from any of the reſt, 8 ch has been my 1 
3 Behaviour; ſuch their ungrateful Return. 
4 have lately been told by them, that they do not Ok 
4 _ themſelves at all obliged to me, beans I did no more 
4 than what I ought to do. If a Landlord ſhould for- 
give a poor Tenant his Rent every Year, and ſhould: 
meet with ſuch an inſolent Return for his good Na- 
; ture, [ fancy, hg would ſoon convince him, that it 
was Matter of meer Favour, and if Iſhould take the 
ſame Courſe with theſe un 8 e 
ee or r blame 5 7 55 


1 BOOKS publiſh by Re Jas Kris) > 


7 5 SERMON agai ſt Popery, and a Deſener 

3 A. of his Majefty's 15 to the Croum; both pub- 
3 - Tiſhed at the Time of the late Rebellin, and ag 
. | Drury CLARKE. 


5 Three Dialogues upon i? and Porgivencſs; 
BY 5 fold by W. OwEN near Temple Bar. 

1 Taue Nature and Duty of /iving peaceably with al 
__ > Hen—and the Nature and Duty of Benevolence. 
1 An Octavo Volume upon Prayer and ibe Satraments, 
An Eſſay on Contentment—Sold* by . Ruſſell, | 
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